Acknowledgements

Without the support of CDEL’s distinguished Board of
Directors, its Young Professionals Board (YPB) and all of
its dedicated volunteers, CDEL would not be able to offer
high-quality, legal services, without charge, to Chicago
and Cook County’s most vulnerable and underrepresented
residents, low-income seniors and persons with
disabilities.

CDEL would also not be able to accomplish its mission
without the generous support of its charitable funders.

CDEL would like to thank the following law firms,
foundations and other organizations for their generous
and continued financial support in 2010 and 2011:

Accenture LLP

Baker & McKenzie LLP

Bank of America

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Brinks Hofer Gilson & Lione
Charles & M.R. Shapiro Foundation
Chicago Bar Foundation

Chicago Board of Trade Foundation
Chicago Department of Housing and Economic Development
Chico & Nunes P.C.

Corboy & Demetrio

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Document Technologies Inc. (DTI)
Dykema LLP

Edelman, Combs, Latturner & Goodwin LLC
Exelon Corporation

Federal Signal Corporation

Foley & Lardner LLP

FTI Consulting

Grand Victoria Foundation
Grotefeld, Hoffmann, Schleiter, Gordon & Ochoa, LPP
Holland & Knight

lllinois Bar Foundation

Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Katten Muchin & Rosenman LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Kott Foundation

Kraft Foods Foundation

LexisNexis

Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell

MAC ONE MIDWAY, LLC
McDonald’s Corporation

Meltzer Purtill & Stelle LLC
Navigant Lending A Hand

Paul B. Episcope LLC

Peck Bloom LLC

Prather Ebner LLP

Retirement Research Foundation
Schuyler Roche & Crisham PC
Seyfarth Shaw LLP

Sidley Austin

Siragusa Foundation

SNR Denton US LLP

Storino Ramello & Durkin

The Private Bank

Troutman Sanders

Williams Montgomery & John Ltd.
Winston & Strawn

Board of Directors

Executive Committee

Addison Braendel
President

Erin Maus
Immediate Past President

Frank Mascari
Secretary

Matt Jenkins
Vice President

Nicole Wells
Treasurer

Lifetime Directors

Phillip H. Corboy

Terri L. Ahrens
James Beyer

Leah R. Bruno
Thomas A. Demetrio
Hon. Richard Elrod
Joan Fencik

James W. Hutchison

Dr. Henry B. Betts

Patrick McGovern
Robert Michalak
Lucy Park

Peter Shannon, Jr.
Patricia Sheahan
Jennifer Sherman
Ann M. Walsh

Advisory Board

Thomas Bridgman
Joel Daly
Mark Furlane

Jeffrey Goldberg

Daniel Harper
Peter J. Mone
Kerry R. Peck
Gerald D. Skoning

Young Professionals Board

Andrew Lillis
President

Monique Swaback
Holly Tarshis
Co-Treasurers

Anthony J. O’Neill
Immediate Past President

Naureen Amjad
John Arendshorst
Meredith Baron
Jaimie Bennet
Masa Bijedic
Beck Rose Bloom
Lacy Burpee
Stacy Campbell-Viamontes
Wayne Creel
Patrick E. Croke
Catherine Diebel
Dan Ebner

Vincent Frigo
Mallory Jennings
James Jennett
Kimberly Hellmuth
Brian Raterman
Michelle Lammers
Helena Livitz
Brent Miller

Julie Miller

Brian Monico
Rebecca Nanney
Douglas A. Oguss

Timothy Ritchey
Jeffrey M. Waller
Nisha Verma
Co-Vice Presidents

Jeffrey A. Marx
Secretary

Ruwan Perera
Anthony Reyes
Scott Sakiyama
Megan Schneider
Nicole Schroeder

Richard Schroeder

Haley Smith

Josh Tolbert-Smith

William Souferis
Kristin Spath
Logan Stortz

Katie McClanahan
Benjamin Whipple

Center for Disability
and Elder Law

79 West Monroe

Suite 919

Chicago, Illinois 60603
312-376-1880
312-376-1885 (Fax)
1-866-519-2413 (Toll Free)
Hours: Monday to Friday
9:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m.

Website: www.cdelaw.org
Email: info@cdelaw.org


http://www.cdelaw.org/
mailto:info@cdelaw.org

What We Do

The Center for Disability and Elder Law (CDEL), is a not-
for-profit, 501(c)(3), legal services organization, which serves
vulnerable residents of Cook County through its mission to:

e  Provide free legal services to low-income persons
who are either elderly and/or who have permanent
disabilities; and,

e  Foster the culture of pro bono service throughout
the Chicago and Cook County legal communities.

CDEL focuses its legal services on systemic issues which
have a disparate impact on our clientele, including financial
stability, housing, end of life planning and financial
exploitation; and provides services in three ways, through: (1)
representation in civil matters; (2) Initiatives; and, (3)
assistance to pro se litigants.

LEGAL REPRESENTATION

CDEL provides representation to clients in a range of civil
legal areas, which include:
e Housing: landlord/tenant, eviction, property tax
and title issues; and mortgage fraud;
e Financial: collections defense, consumer fraud,
public utilities, contracts, and financial exploitation;
e Estate Planning: powers of attorney, living will
declarations, simple wills;
e Probate: adult guardianship of the person; small
decedent’s estates-holding title to real estate;
e Divorce: if uncontested; with no minor children
and/or substantial real or personal property.

How We Do It

INITIATIVES

CDEL also provides legal services through initiatives-
programs developed to target a specific legal issue or concern
which has a significant impact on CDEL’s clientele. Current
initiatives include:

Senior Center Initiative (SCI)

SCI presentations are offered at community locations including
senior residences and senior centers, which provide important
information regarding a range of legal issues to seniors. The
SCI is designed to protect seniors from abuse and financial
exploitation by affording them the opportunity to meet with an
attorney at in a convenient setting, at no cost, and prepare
durable Powers of Attorney for Health Care and Property and
Living Will Declarations, if appropriate. CDEL often partners
with law firms and corporations to offer the SCI Workshops.

Senior Tax Opportunity Program (STOP)

STOP was developed to prevent seniors from losing their
homes due to property tax delinquencies; and, is administered
in partnership with the Cook County Assessor’s and
Treasurer’s Offices. Volunteer attorneys contact affected
seniors; inform them of their tax status; and advise them of the
tax assistance programs available, including the Senior Citizen
and the Senior Freeze Exemptions; to assist them in taking
advantage of these important exemptions to lower their
property taxes and keep seniors in their homes.

Learn more about CDEL and our services at
www.cdelaw.org

How to Volunteer

ASSISTANCE TO PRO SE LITIGANTS

The Pro Se Adult Guardianship Help Desk

CDEL provides self-help assistance in adult guardianship
proceedings. The Help Desk is administered in partnership
with, and located at, the Cook County Circuit Court; and is
open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday. Volunteers assist
pro se petitioners with legal procedures required to petition for
appointment of a personal guardian for an adult who is disabled.
If an estate guardian will be required and/or if the petition is
likely to be contested, referral information is provided to
appropriate organizations or private attorney referral services.

FOSTERING THE PRO BONO CULTURE

CDEL fosters the spirit of, and commitment to provision of
legal services, pro bono, by offering volunteer attorneys, law
firms and other legal professionals a variety of opportunities
and services, including:
e  representing clients, pro bono, in individual cases;
e acting as a mentor for volunteer attorneys in a
specific legal area;
e  offering accredited continuing legal education (CLE)
seminars, at no cost, on a range of legal topics;
e providing primary professional liability insurance
coverage;
e screening, preparing and electronically transferring
files;
e offering the option to meet with, and provide legal
services to, clients at CDEL’s office; and
e networking opportunities.

Interested in volunteering?
Email us at volunteer@cdelaw.org
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