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	Please share this Fraud Alert with colleagues, consumers, or other professionals in your area. If you have any questions about the Illinois SMP program, or to receive these Fraud Alerts directly, please contact Erin Weir, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator at AgeOptions.

Fraud In The News

The following are current news articles about health care and fraud issues.

1.  “Campaign Against Health Care Fraud Questioned” (American Medical News article featuring the SMP Program): http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2011/01/17/gvsc0118.htm
2. “Scams Even You Could Fall For - and How to Avoid Them” (RealSimple Magazine): http://www.realsimple.com/work-life/money/spending/scams-even-you-could-fall-for-00000000042358/page8.html
        
	 
Dear SMP readers,

This week’s Fraud Alert contains a press release and speech by U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services Kathleen Sebelius regarding $4 billion in health care fraud recoveries achieved by HHS and law enforcement in fiscal year 2010, an interesting video about Social Security numbers, and a Governor’s press release about health care business registration.  See the “Fraud in the News” section for an article featuring the SMP programs and a magazine article about common scams.
Have a great weekend!
What you will find in this week’s Fraud Alert
· Secretary Sebelius Speaks About Fraud
· Social Security Numbers Video
· Illinois Health Care Companies Must Register With State
Secretary Sebelius Speaks About Fraud
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) held a press conference on Monday to announce a report that shows that health care fraud prevention and enforcement efforts recovered a record amount of $4 billion in fiscal year 2010 – this is the highest amount that has ever been recovered in this area. Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) Kathleen Sebelius mentioned the work of the SMP programs in her remarks, which can be viewed here: 
http://www.hhs.gov/secretary/about/speeches/sp20110124.html
HHS also issued a press release about the report, which is available here:  http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2011pres/01/20110124a.html
If anyone is interested in reading the full report, you can see that here: http://oig.hhs.gov/publications/docs/hcfac/hcfacreport2010.pdf
Social Security Numbers Video
The segment “Who Knew” produced by Yahoo News has a useful, short video about how Social Security numbers are generated:
http://whoknew.news.yahoo.com/?vid=23751722
This video might be a useful tool for anyone interested in teaching groups about identity theft/fraud. 

Illinois Health Care Companies Must Register With State
The Governor’s Office issued a press release this week announcing a new rule in which health care providers who create Limited Liability Corporations (LLC) must register their businesses with the Illinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR). See the press release here for more information: 
http://www.illinois.gov/PressReleases/PressReleasesListShow.cfm?RecNum=9157
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Erin Weir, MSW, LSW, Healthcare Consumer Protection Coordinator

AgeOptions

1048 Lake Street, Suite 300

Oak Park, IL 60301

phone (708)383-0258   fax (708)524-0870

erin.weir@ageoptions.org
ageoptions.org
AgeOptions, the Area Agency on Aging of Suburban Cook County, is committed to improving the quality of life and maintaining the dignity of older adults and those who care about them – through leadership and support, community partnerships, comprehensive services, accurate information and powerful advocacy.




Fraud Alerts contain information about current scams taking place in Illinois, announcements and updates about programs or services related to health care and/or fraud protection, and links to news articles about health care and fraud topics. Please forward any recommendations or announcements that you would like to be included in a future Fraud Alert to erin.weir@ageoptions.org. 

























