The 2010 Census

Building Stronger Agencies and Communities One Census Form at a Time
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Connecting Older Adults with
Community-based Resources and Options




[image: image4.png]C@’UNT ME IN

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII





 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image2]
The Census influences
Funding to our state and communities for schools, roads, transportation, child care and human services including over $400 billion in Federal program funds annually 

Civil Rights enforcement.  The government uses Census data to ensure equal representation and equal access to important resources 
Local planning decisions such as where to build schools, hospitals, nursing homes, fire stations and other community institutions.

Political Representation.  Currently Illinois is projected to lose at least one representative as a result of the 2010 Census count.
How will a complete count benefit our community and clients?

A complete count will help ensure our clients and communities have access to the resources and benefits they deserve
A complete count can demonstrate the strength of communities and influence 

policy direction 

A complete count gives our clients a voice in decisions that impact their lives
As community agencies we play a critical role in sharing the 
Census message
We are trusted messengers

We know outreach and bring cultural competency

We have access to individuals who are most at risk of being undercounted

We can address significant challenges facing the 2010 Census:


Language barriers   *  Concerns about confidentiality  *   Foreclosures
A complete count is critical in this economic environment

Researchers estimate Illinois will lose $12,000 over the next 10 years for each person that is not counted. Our agencies, clients and communities depend on the Census.
What will you do to help?
15 Easy Ways to Launch Your 2010 Census Campaign

Fall 2009
· Mobilize staff 

· Engage your clients and volunteers
· Enlist the help of community leaders and stakeholders

· Mention the Census in presentations

· Incorporate Census information into your current programs and outreach events

· Include the Census on your website and in your newsletters
· Post flyers in your lobby
· Join your local Complete Count Committee
· Become a Census Partner, “Be Counted Site” or “Questionnaire Assistance Center”
January - April 2010

· Mention the Census at intake
· Answer general client questions and advertise Questionnaire Assistance Centers 

· Organize a door-knocking campaign

· Share Census information at community events, fairs or parades

· Host a “Be Counted” event

· Share Census information through all programs and services
Simple messages you can share

“The Census is important!”
“The Census is easy!  The form is 10 simple questions and will take 10 minutes of 
  your time.”
“The Census is confidential!  The Census Bureau will not share your information with your landlord, local law enforcement or any other government agency.”
“One simple form will bring 10 years of benefits!  Now that’s a great investment!”
For more information, please call AgeOptions at (708)383-0258 or visit http://2010.census.gov.
Funds for this publication were provided through a grant award
from the Illinois Census Funders Initiative to AgeOptions for program coordination
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