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Publicity Toolkit

Census story ideas for news releases, newsletters, etc.
The following are only a few ideas for news releases and other publicity on the Census. There are likely to be many more in your organization and your community.

The economy
· Stress the importance of the Census in bringing federal funding to your community
· Talk about the undercount in your community and the potential implications if you are undercounted in this Census
Ease of participating in the Census
· Filling out the form is quick, easy and confidential

· It’s easy! 10 questions in 10 minutes

Confidentiality
· Remind people that all personal information is confidential and may not be released to anyone, including landlords, employers, local, state and federal governments

Help is available
· Locations where people can get assistance

· How to get Census forms and assistance in other languages
Why the Census is important to your community
· Allocation of federal funds to communities 

· Number of seats your state will have in the House of Representatives

· Agencies in your community that depend on funding that is distributed based on the Census count
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Personal stories
· Feature a resident of your community who was a Census Taker years ago, or who was first counted in a Census decades ago?

Your organization
· Talk about why your organization is promoting participation in the Census and what you are doing
Milestone dates
· December 22 is 100 days until the Census

· Census questionnaires are delivered by mail to households in mid-March

· April 1 is Census Day; encourage people to mail their forms back before then

When to get specific messages out
Message ideas and when to send them
Message








When to send
· The Census is coming





Now

· Benefits of the Census to people & communities

Now to February

· Removing barriers to participation, such as


Now
confidentiality, too time consuming, lack of

knowledge, distrust of government

· Call to action – Complete & send back questionnaire
March

· Non-response follow up; be ready for an enumerator

May to June

visit
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