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Publicity Toolkit
Fact Sheet
The 2010 Census – What you need to know 

Did you know…

· The census counts everyone living in the United States, regardless of citizenship status, every 10 years.
· Census data directly affect how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to state, local and tribal governments for schools, roads and transportation, and vital human services.
· Census data directly affect funding for programs and services for older adults like home delivered and congregate meals and senior center programs.
· Community planners and local governments rely on census data to make the case for providing critical social services and funding community programs that affect quality of life for people in our community. Census data help guide local planning decisions, including where to provide additional social services and community facilities. 
· Census data determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives. 

· The 2010 Census is easy, important and safe, and your participation is vital.

· It’s easy: Comprising 10 questions, the form takes approximately 10 minutes to complete. 
· It’s important: Census information helps determine locations for schools, roads, hospitals, senior centers and more.
· It’s safe: The Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including landlords, other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. 
Most households will receive Census forms by mail in March 2010.  Every household should complete their census form upon receipt. Census workers will visit households that did not return forms to take a count in person. Census workers can be identified by a census badge and bag. 
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What Is the Census?

The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, and is required by the Constitution to take place every 10 years.
In March of 2010, census forms will be delivered to every residence in the United States and Puerto Rico. When you receive yours, just answer the 10 short questions and then mail the form back in the postage-paid envelope provided. If you don't mail the form back, you may receive a visit from a census taker, who will ask you the questions from the form.

The majority of the country will receive English–only materials. Households in areas with high concentrations of Spanish-speaking residents may receive a bilingual (English/Spanish) form. 

Help is available! For assistance and questionnaires in other languages, call the Telephone Questionnaire Assistance Center at (866) 872-6868. If you prefer a Spanish-speaking operator, call (866) 928-2010. For the hearing-impaired, call (866) 783-2010. The lines will be open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (your local time) seven days a week from February 25 through July 30. 
The 2010 Census will help communities receive their share of more than $400 billion in federal funds each year for things like:

· Hospitals 

· Job training centers 

· Schools 

· Senior centers 

· Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects 

· Emergency services 

The data collected by the census also help determine the number of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives.

For more information, call <<insert local phone number here>> or visit http://2010.census.gov. 
(This content was adapted from the U.S. Census Bureau 2010 Census Toolkit.)
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