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Sample Census Messages for Faith Leaders

Here are some ideas for ways to talk about the Census during services.

Week 1: About the Census

In March, the 2010 Census form will be delivered to every household in the U.S.  The Census is a count of all the people in the United States.  This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. It is used to ensure our community receives its fair share of government money for schools, hospitals, senior services and programs like job training that help people. It is also used by businesses to decide where to open new shops, grocery stores and restaurants.  Filling out the Census form is a free and easy way to fight for the resources and respect our community deserves. It’s up to each of us to make sure our community counts.  Please complete and mail back your form when it arrives in the mail and encourage your family, friends and neighbors to do the same. 

Week 2: Benefits of the Census

As members of this faith-based community and the communities in which we live and work, we have a lot at stake going into the 2010 Census. For each person in your household that is counted on your Census form, our state and communities will receive $12,000 to pay for schools, roads and social services.  Completing your Census form will ensure our communities receive this money and it will help determine how the money will be spent. Our organization can also use information from the Census to apply for grants and funding. By completing and returning your census form, you help guide funding decisions for vital resources in our community, as well as affect our voice in Congress. The data collected are used to determine voting districts for all levels of city, state and nationally elected offices. You can play a role in important decisions that government leaders will make. Please complete and mail back your form and encourage your family, friends and neighbors to do the same. For more information, visit 2010census.gov.

Week 3: Completing the form

(Weekend of March 20 and 21)

By now, most of you have probably received your 2010 Census form.  As members of this faith-community, we believe that together we can make a difference in the places we live, work and worship.  We have the opportunity to act on those beliefs and support our community by participating in the Census.  While it may seem like a small task, our participation is vital to many of the programs and services we use every day.  

The 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and will only take about 10 minutes to complete. By law, the U.S. Census Bureau cannot share your personal information with anyone, including other federal agencies or land lords. The form asks ten simple questions about the people in your household, their gender, age, race, and ethnicity, and if you rent or own your home—and that’s it.   Additionally, the census will in no way affect any benefits you may be receiving.  Information about race and ethnicity is used to measure how different groups are doing in today’s society and help address inequalities. The government and community advocates also use this information to enforce anti-discrimination laws.  Our community will directly benefit from the information collected by the 2010 Census.  We can make our community stronger by participating, so please remember to fill out your census form!

Week 4: Remember the 2010 Census

(Service before Census Day, April 1, 2010)

If you haven’t completed and mailed back your census form, we encourage you to do so. Census data will have an important impact on our community. Data will influence grant opportunities for our faith community and guide decisions about where to build new roads, schools, hospitals and more. Every person and every census form matters. Help to ensure our congregation and our community are eligible for the funding we need for a bright future. 

If you need help filling out the census form, members of your community are ready to help at Questionnaire Assistance Centers. You may call <<insert Agency name here>>  at <<insert local phone number here>> to find a center.  

Week 5: Thank you

(Service following Census Day, April 1, 2010)

Today we want to thank everyone who completed and mailed back their 2010 Census form. Your responses will be used to make decisions that affect us all. For those who haven’t yet done so, we encourage you to complete the process this week. Households that do not respond may receive a replacement form in early April 2010. Census workers will visit households that do not return their form to take a count in person. Please cooperate with census workers to ensure a complete and accurate census count. For more information, visit 2010census.gov.
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