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(name of your organization)

Urges Everyone to Be Counted in the 2010 Census

The constitution requires the U.S. Census to count every resident of the country every 10 years, and in 2010 Census forms will be delivered to every residence in the United States and Puerto Rico. This Census will be easy – just 10 short questions to be answered and then mailed back in a postage-paid envelope.

(your organization) is working to be sure everyone is counted.  “Full participation in the Census is critical because it will help (name of your community) receive our share of the more than $400 billion in federal funds distributed each year by the federal government,” said (name, title) of (your organization).
The 2010 Census will help communities receive their share federal funds for things like:

· Hospitals

· Job training centers

· Schools

· Senior Centers

· Bridges and other public works projects

· Emergency services

Data collected by the census also help determine the number of seats each state has in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Census forms will be mailed in mid-March 2010.  Because participation in the Census is mandatory, anyone who does not complete and mail back the form will be visited by a Census enumerator. All personal information provided to the Census is confidential and will not be disclosed to any public or private entities, including landlords, employers and federal, state and local governments.
2
For more information on the Census, please contact (your organization’s contact person) at (phone, email). 

Assistance is available from the Census Bureau at the following numbers:  Call the Telephone Questionnaire Assistance Center at (866) 872-6868 to request a form.  If you prefer a Spanish-speaking operator, call (866) 928-2010. For the hearing-impaired, call (866)783-2010.  The lines will be open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. (your local time) seven days a week from February 25 through July 30.  
About the Census

The 2010 Census is a count of everyone living in the United States and is mandated by the U.S. Constitution. Census data are used to distribute Congressional seats to states, to distribute more than $400 billion in federal funds to local, state and tribal governments each year and to make decisions about what community services to provide. The 2010 Census questionnaire will be one of the shortest in history and consists of 10 questions, taking about 10 minutes to complete. Strict confidentiality laws protect the confidentiality of respondents and the information they provide.

As with all 2010 Census information, the address information collected by the Census Bureau is confidential by law (Title 13, U.S. Code, Section 9). All Census Bureau employees have taken a lifetime oath to protect confidentiality and are subject to a jail term, a fine – or both – for disclosing any information that could identify a respondent or household.
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